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History of Rail-Served 
Industries in Ottawa

Two years ago. I presented a detailed history of rail-served industries with a focus on Ottawa

Today, I’d like to focus on smaller industries that once existed in Gatineau, and which could fit on 
a model railroad. 



A Rail Map of Ottawa/Hull 
showing the various lines that 
once were here. Not all of 
these were in operation 
during the same era. 

I’ve shown the industrial 
clusters around Hull Beemer.



Hull Electric Interchange 
and shared track over 
bridge?

Portland Cement (pre-1908 – pre-1928)/Canada 
Cement (pre-1928 - post 1969)

Canada Match Co (1931-1955) 

Pilon Lumber (1955- to present) 

Downtown Hull Topo Map 31G05g 1963

Boucher Bros Coal/Belanger Bros (1915?, pre-1928 GeoOttawa - post 1952 Ins Plan, 
bankrupt 1960) 

Capital Broom (1941-1947)/Levinson Salvage (1951-1976) 

National Breweries (1929-1952/Dow Brewery (1952-1969) 

Pichard Bros (1947-1949) 

Hull Agricultural Coop (1941-19?) 

Labelle Coal (1952-1953) 

The first area of focus is the area 
around the right-most wye at Hull 
Beemer, the original Hull station 
named after Horace Beemer. 

Several small industries and 
warehouses were located in this 
area.



Canada Match



Canada Match siding

• 29/01/1952 Board Order 78193 - 
Canada Match Co Authorizes CPR to 
construct a private siding across the 
street reserve to serve the Canada 
Match Co. Ltd., Hull. ??

• Shows up on 1963 Topo map 31G05g

• Siding was gone by 1965 aerial photo 
on GeoOttawa

Canada Match

Canada Match Siding



Canada Match/Federal Match

• Established 15 Jan 1931 (Canada Gazette)

• Canada Match Official Opening 28 Apr 1931, (OC_28_apr_1931_p_18)

• Canada Match burns March 18, 1933

• Reopens week of June 7, 1933

• Aerial photo May 5, 1933 

• Taken over by Eddy Match in 1936 but retained their name

• Company gone by 1955; siding gone by 1965.



Canada Match- LAC e999914967-u, undated but steam era 

• Reopens week of June 7, 1933

• Aerial photo May 5, 1933, 
A6352_42 1938 Canada Match area

• Boxcar on the long siding (50 car 
siding opposite)



Canada Match

• Aerial photo 1944 A7194_19 
Canada Match area – 50 car siding 
across from it



Canada Match

• Ins Plan Nov 1952



Canada Match siding

• 29/01/1952 Board Order 78193 - 
Canada Match Co Authorizes CPR to 
construct a private siding across the 
street reserve to serve the Canada 
Match Co. Ltd., Hull. ??

•  Canada Match surrenders charter in 
1955 (Canada Gazette)

• Photo from Ray Farand flown Nov 13, 
1958, likely NAPL roll A16940 frame 
20 or an adjacent frame, shows the 
remains of the Canada Match siding at 
the JB Harper Ltd Sash and Door.

Canada Match was about here

Oscar Poulin 27 Mangin 

Canada Match Siding



Boucher Bros Coal



Boucher Bros Coal Dock (pre-1928 to 1960) 

Downtown Hull Topo Map 31G05g 1963

Boucher Bros Coal

Original location



Boucher Bros Coal

• Hull Ins Plan Nov 1928 shows their 
coal elevator, but company not 
named.



Boucher Bros.

• Aerial photo 1933 A4572_59

Boucher Bros



Boucher Bros. named on 1952 Ins Plan



Boucher Bros. LAC e999914967-u, no date but steam era from other parts of photo.

• Reopens week of June 7, 1933

• Aerial photo May 5, 1933, 
A6352_42 1938 Canada Match area

• Boxcar on the long siding (50 car 
siding opposite)



Pilon Lumber



Pilon Lumber (1955- to present) 

Downtown Hull Topo Map 31G05g 1963

Pilon Lumber at 5 Montclair

Original location



Pilon Lumber not yet at 5 Montclair

• Ins Plan Nov 1952 p1A

Creekside Lands occupied by 
shanties and hovels bought by 
Hull from Canada Cement in 
1955, for light industry.

Industries that moved there:
Pilon Lumber;
Breadner Jewelers, 55 Talon 
(now Breadner) (1956 – 1986); 
Oscar Poulin Wholesale 
(cigarettes etc), 27 Mangin, 
(1961-1969).

Vails Cleaners was discussed 
but built new plant on Carling 
near Churchill in 1958.

Although the proximity to the 
railway was touted, it appears 
only Pilon had a siding. OC 21 
Sep 1955, p3.



Pilon Lumber at 5 Montclair, 
Creekside property Occupied

• GeoOttawa 1965

Pilon Lumber

Breadner Jewelry – 55 Talon/Breadner

Oscar Poulin – 27 Mangin

Siding



Pilon Lumber at 5 Montclair

• GeoOttawa 1965 and 2005 Pilon 
Siding Visible

Pilon Lumber



Pilon Lumber at 5 Montclair

When did rail service end?

• Quebec Gatineau takes over Lachute Sub in 1998.

• Service to Eddy’s reinstated in 1997.

• In 2010 City of Gatineau acquires the former Lachute Sub from 
Prince of Wales Bridge to eastern edge of Gatineau for Rapibus 
Corridor.

• Did QGRy ever have Pilon as a customer? If so, when did their 
rail service end (prior to 2010)?



LAC e999915004-u, Hull Beemer and two wyes – probably late 1940s to early 1950s

National Brewers (Dow/Labatts)
Warehouse

Hull Agricultural Coop

Levinson’s Salvage (1951-1967?) Ins Plan, Capital Broom (1941-1947), city storage (1950) at 271 St RedempteurOil tank cars

Hull Beemer 

New building since 1945, Beaver Woodworking on 1952 Ins 
Plan, 273 St Redempteur – also in papers as Pichard Bros. 
(1947-49)

Around the Wye at Hull Beemer Station

Pre-1947 HER Interchange 

Former HER Car Barn 



Dow Brewery



Downtown Hull Topo Map 31G05g 1963

National Breweries (1929-1952/Dow 
Brewery (1952-1969) 

Dow Brewery



National Brewery 

• NAPL  A2199_62 1930

• Brewery warehouse now 
visible

• First mention in papers was 
change of address to Hull 
Station listed for National 
Breweries in OC July 17, 1929, 
p4. 



LAC e999915004-u, Hull Beemer and two wyes – probably 1940s

National Brewers (Dow/Labatts)
Warehouse



Dow/National Brewery 

• Hull Ins Plan Nov 1952 as National 
Breweries

• National Breweries changed name to 
Dow Brewery in 1952 (May 12, 1952, 
p4, OJ) when Canadian Breweries 
bought a controlling interest.

• Dow Breweries listed in 1957, 1961, 
and 1967 CP Smiths Falls Div yearbooks 
as having private siding. Dow had been 
a division of National Breweries since 
at least the 1920s.



Dow Brewery

• GeoOttawa 1965

• Last mention of 253 St 
Redempteur in papers is a 
liquor permit application, July 
31, 1969, p 24, OC.

• Gone by 1976 aerial photo in 
GeoOttawa.



Hull Agricultural Coop Warehouse



Downtown Hull Topo Map 31G05g 1963

Hull Agricultural Warehouse (1941 – pre-1965 ) 

Hull Agricultural 
Warehouse



LAC e999915004-u, Hull Beemer and two wyes – probably late 1940s to early 1950s

Hull Agricultural Coop



Hull Agricultural Coop – building there in 1944

• NAPL A7193_31 1944 –  First aerial photo 
we have after 1938 and Hull Agric. Coop is 
now visible.

• From Le Droit 7 Dec 1942, p 4: the coop 
was formed in 1941 and the building 
erected then. It is 90’x45’ and consists of a 
warehouse and store. Supplies stock for 
members: seeds, grains, feeds, drainage 
tiles, salt, fungicides, insecticides and 
bailer twine.

• In 1946 phone book as on St. Redempteur, 
no street number.

• In Le Droit 24 Sep 1948, p 4, discuss likely 
merger with Buckingham Coop but would 
keep Hull one.

• In GeoOttawa aerial photo of 1965, 
Guertin Arena under construction and 
building is gone.



Hull Agricultural Coop 

• Hull Ins Plan Nov 1952 shows the 
building on the brewery siding

• Not listed in the 1957 CP Smiths Falls 
Div Yearbook as a customer at Hull



Capital Broom Ltd
(Balais Capital Ltee.)
271 St. Redempteur



Downtown Hull Topo Map 31G05g 1963

Capital Broom

Capital Broom (1941-1949)/Levinson Salvage (1951-1976) 



What company occupied Levinson building from at least 1944 to 1951?

• 271 St Redempteur appears 
on 1944 aerial but not 1938, 
and mentioned as municipal 
storage shed in 1950, OJ 18 
April, p28. 

• Photo from LBC collection on 
Flickr (LBC 216, 28 Mar 1950) 

Hull Beemer

Portion of building sign visible says “…S CAPITAL LIMITEE”



Balais Capital Ltee/Capital Broom Ltd (1941-1949)

• Photo from LBC collection on 
Flickr (LBC 210, 28 Mar 1950, 
Patterson George Coll.) 
shows rest of name 

Hull Beemer

Other portion of building sign visible says “Balais Cap…”



Capital Broom Ltd 

• 271 St. Redempteur not on the 1938 aerial photo A6352_41, but appears in the 
1944 one, A7193_31.

• Building appears to have been built for Capital Broom in 1941.

• Capital Broom first listed at 271 St Redempteur in Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
Report on the Broom, Brush and Mop industry in Canada, 1941 (CS47-201-1941-
eng). It is not in the 1940 report and persists in the annual reports until 1947. Not 
listed in 1948. The reports don’t give a breakdown of individual companies' figures.

•  Also, in the 1946 Ottawa phone book at that address.

• Appears as a contributor to a benefit concert in 1944, OC Oct 13, 1944, p2.; and in 
listing of Hull businesses in paper 1949 OJ Sep 7, 1949, p10. Not much else in 
papers.



Levinson Salvage



Downtown Hull Topo Map 31G05g 1963

Levinson Salvage

(took over Capital Broom 
premises in 1951)

Capital Broom (1941-1949)/Levinson Salvage (1951-1976) 



Levinson Salvage (not here yet)

NAPL A7193_31 1944 –  

From 1941 to 1947, 271 St 
Redempteur was occupied by 
Capital Broom Ltd, then it was a 
municipal storage shed OJ 18 Apr 
1950, p.28, listed on 1952 Insurance 
Plan as Levinson Salvage at  271 St. 
Redempteur

New building since 1938.



LAC e999915004-u, Hull Beemer and two wyes – probably late 1940s to early 1950s

Levinson’s Salvage (1951-1967?), Capital Broom (1941-1947), city storage (1950) at 271 St Redempteur



Levinson Salvage

• First ad in paper for Levinson at 
271 St Redempteur in OJ 1 Sep 
1951, p 3.

• Earliest mention of Levinson 
Salvage is at 82 Ottawa St in 
Ottawa, OC 9 Nov 1948, p15.

• Hull Ins Plan Nov 1952 shows 
Levinson Salvage at 271 St 
Redempteur

• Levinson Salvage listed in 1957, 
1961, and 1967 CP Smiths Falls Div 
yearbooks as on team track.



Other photos at Beemer 

• Photo from Craig Lib C2-
0093, Summer 1958. C. 
Robert Craig.



Levinson Salvage

• GeoOttawa 1965

• Still appears to be 
rail service



Levinson Salvage 

• GeoOttawa 1976

• Salvage yard appears to 
still be there, and the 
building is still there.

• But there might be a link 
from Lachute Sub?

•  by 1991 a school is there 
(Island High School now)

• Morris Levinson, 
President, died May 25, 
1974; OC 27 May 1974 
p34.

• Last mention in papers 
was their softball team, 
OC 5 Jul 1976 p30. 

• Link to Ottawa on M&O 
Sub ab. Dec 14, 1966.

link from Lachute Sub?



Labelle Coal



Downtown Hull Topo Map 31G05g 1963

Labelle Coal

Labelle Coal (1952-1953) 



Labelle Coal/Charbon Labelle at 271A St Redempteur

• First ad in paper OC 4 Nov 1952 p 
25.

• Last ad OC 21 Jan 1953 p 31.

• Short lived.

• No other ads at this address.



Oil Tank Farms for BA, Shell and 
Supertest



Uncertain of which tracks were used to interchange oil tank cars, but…

• HER interchanged with CPR at Hull Beemer.

• Doug Smith found no record of an interchange agreement there, but it is documented in papers. Main 
interchange was at the tracks on south side of the Waltham Sub near entrance to Hull West.

• Newspaper accounts of 1946-47, about BA, Shell and Supertest losing their locations due to 
appropriation and also losing HER service, mention that oil tank cars were interchanged CP to HER at 
Beemer.  Shell and Supertest were located by Alexandria bridge on the river. BA at Reboul and Laurier.

• Shell located there in 1933, Supertest in 1931. BA in 1932.

• BA and Supertest moved to Bank and Heron area in 1947 (BA got building permit 1947, Board Order 1947 
– 69650; Supertest Board Order 1947 68884). Supertest bought 5 acres from Shell at this site (OC apr 11, 
1951, p 19), Shell was there in 1949 for a few years too (Board Orders 1949 73446).

• BA moved from Bank and Heron by 1953, relocated to Beachburg near Federal (Board Order 1953-80622; 
Supertest gone from there by 1969. Shell also located to Beachburg in 1953 Board Order 1953-80622.

• So, we would expect to see tank cars at Beemer from 1931 to 1947, but not in 1930 and not for those 
three companies after 1947.



BA at Reboul OC Dec 7, 1946, p 7

• Decision to cease service to BA 

• Was being serviced from Beemer.



LAC e999915004-u, Hull Beemer and two wyes

Hull Electric passenger 
service to station

Oil tank cars for Shell, Supertest 
and BA on HER interchange or for 
Hull Fuel Oil??

Question remains as to which tracks were used for interchange?

Building at 273 St Redempteur not on 1945 aerial photo, but there are cars being interchanged still, so 
maybe 1946-1947 photo?

This may have been Hull Fuel 
Oil Office from an account of 
a robbery.



HER car on siding at entrance to Hull Beemer

• NAPL A7194_20, 1944

• HER car seems to be lined up 
on a siding for Hull Beemer. 
Probably they had passenger 
service to the station. Doug 
Smith confirmed HER met 
some of the trains.

• Appears to be several freight 
(box) cars lined up on what 
might be the team track, 
Levinson not there until 
1951.

Pole line for interchange or 
just passenger service?

HER car

Hull Beemer

Freight cars on team track?



e999914970-u, Hull Alexandra Bridge and Shell and Supertest Tank Farm, pre-1947?

Shell Oil

Supertest



A4568_62 1933, Hull Alexandra Bridge and Shell and Supertest Tank Farm – served by HER off Laurier

Shell Oil

Supertest

HER Tracks



A7194_21 1944, Hull BA Tank Farm at Reboul

Tank cars

BABA

HER tracks



Last oil tanker on Ottawa River in 1945

• Mentions tankers 
for Imperial Oil 
(Middle St, Ottawa) 
and BA and 
Supertest.

• OJ May 21, 1955, 
p35



Hull Fuel Oil



LAC e999915004-u, Hull Beemer and two wyes

Hull Electric passenger 
service to station

Oil tank cars for Shell, Supertest 
and BA on HER interchange or for 
Hull Fuel Oil??

Question remains as to which tracks were used for interchange?

Building at 273 St Redempteur not on 1945 aerial photo, but there are cars being interchanged still, so 
maybe 1946-1947 photo?

This may have been Hull Fuel 
Oil Office from an account of 
a robbery.



Hull Fuel Oil – still not sure how they got their oil but confirmed a company had tanks at arrow

• GeoOttawa 1965

Could these be the Hull Fuel 
Storage tanks? Gone in 
1976.

This is where the Hull Fuel 
Oil shack was.



Hull Fuel Oil – still not sure how they got their oil but confirmed a company had tanks at arrow

• C2-0016 C. Robert Craig photo 
at Hull Beemer, Aug 4, 1958.

Fuel Storage tanks
Was the oil piped over from 
unloading tracks?

Name on truck illegible but 
doesn’t look like Hull Fuel



Questions

Where was the private siding for Hull Fuels?

Which track at Hull Beemer was used for HER interchange?
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