Local Railway Items from Ottawa Papers 1986
Thursday
02/01/1986
Ottawa Citizen
Belleville
Sucker Lake
With picture.
A 90-car freight train derailed in an isolated area near Sharbot Lake Tuesday, spilling a dangerous chemical that could have caused an evacuation in a
populated area.
Railway workers were building a dike today to contain the substance after one of the cars tumbled into Sucker Lake, about 150 kilometres southwest of
Ottawa.
The CP Rail derailment could have been dangerous enough to call for an evacuation if it had happened in a populated area, said Jim Renahan of Spills
Action Centre, a provincial environmental agency.
No one was injured when the Toronto-bound train crashed about 7:30 p.m., tearing up about one kilometre of track. About 35 flat cars and eight diesel
locomotives left the main Montreal-Toronto line.
Four containers, each containing 18,000 kilograms of the crystallized food preservative sodium hydrogen sulphite, were thrown from flat cars.
One container broke through the ice on the shallow water and cracked. CP Rail spokesman Herb Brooks said the crack is above the water line and while a
small amount of the chemical may have leaked into the water, it has been determined that it wasn't enough to cause concern.
The chemical, when mixed with water, forms an acid and the resulting fumes can cause severe burning to eyes, skin and lungs.
Federal and CP investigators are trying to determine the cause. While there are no firm damage estimates, Brooks said the tally will likely be "several
million dollars."
The lake drains into Bobs Lake, which is part of the drinking water system used by Perth-area residents. Provincial officials have said there is no
immediate cause for concern.
The only resident near the crash site said he was warned not to drink water from the small lake by the O.P.P. "They said don't drink the water until
everybody's sure," said Andrew Mathewson, 25, of Bay Street in Ottawa. He was spending the holiday at his family's cottage near the crash.
The accident site is five kilometres from the nearest road and can only be reached by foot, snowmobile or air.
Brooks expects the tracks to be clear by Saturday, and until then, traffic will be re-routed to the Canadian National line between Brighton and Brockville.
Passenger service on VIA Rail will not be affected.
The train was travelling about 70 km/h along a 10-metre embankment on the edge of the lake when it left the tracks, about 13 km from Sharbot Lake.
It was travelling within the recommended speed limit.
Mathewson said: "It looked like two of the engines had uncoupled and de-railed, but continued along the track for about a half-mile, ripping the track and
splintering ties. It's a real mess."
Saturday
04/01/1986
Ottawa Citizen
Belleville
Sucker Lake
SHARBOT LAKE - A citizens' railway safety group called Friday for a public inquiry into Tuesday's train derailment, as cleanup officials reported
success in containing partially-sunken cargo containers filled with an acidic chemical.
Harold Morrison, chairman of the M-TRAC Rail Safety Organization, said: "This is a frightening wreck and I have a feeling there's a lot more (to it) than
what you see."
Although the Canadian Transport Commission has announced an official investigation into the derailment of a CP freight train carrying more than 80
tonnes of hydrogen sulphate at Sucker Lake west of Perth, Morrison says a full-fledged public inquiry is needed.
He said he is "concerned about the speed of the train and how it was being operated on New Year's Eve" and questioned how safe it was to have 12
locomotives on a train.
M-TRAC, which stands for the Metro Toronto Residents' Action Committee, was formed by 25 community groups in Toronto after the 1979 Mississauga
train wreck. CTC spokesman Evan Browne lid public inquiries are reserved for fundamental policy issues affecting rail traffic across the country.
CTC officials and the provincial environment ministry also said Friday it is unlikely any charges will be laid in connection with the incident.
Meanwhile, cleanup crews at the wreck site, about 120 kilometres southwest of Ottawa, said Friday the cost of the accident and cleanup could run as high
as $12 million.
Thirty-five cars and eight locomotives are crumpled along a rail line flanked by a rock cut and the lake.
After earlier attempts to build a sand and gravel dike failed, workers managed Friday to build a plywood retaining wall around two cargo containers filled
with hydrogen sulphate that crashed into the lake.
The plywood wall, sunk about one metre into the lake bottom, is a precautionary measure should the cardboard and plastic barrels in the rail container
begin to leak.
Stan Kaplan, the Canadian Transport Commission's director of dangerous goods, said Friday the water under one of the partially submerged rail
containers showed a slight acidity but levels were normal in other parts of the lake.
Kaplan said one or two barrels inside the rail container may have burst during the derailment, sending a spray of powder over other derailed cars and in
the immediate vicinity of the chemical containers.
He said the acid levels were not enough to affect any form of life in the lake.
If all goes according to plan, the containers will be hauled gently out of the lake on Tuesday, he said.
Cleanup crews are also struggling to soak up thousands of litres of diesel fuel oil which seeped onto about 450 metres of frozen lake.
By late Friday afternoon, about 5,000 gallons of oil had been removed from the lake surface by cleanup crews using sponges to soak up the oil and shovels
to scrape off the surface layers of ice, slush and oil.
Kaplan said test holes dug into the ice showed no oil was getting into the lake.
Glenn Swanson, CP's general manager of operations for the eastern region, said the train was travelling within the regulation speed of 45 to 50 miles an
hour for unpopulated areas
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Monday
13/01/1986
Ottawa Citizen
Belleville
Sucker Lake
Toxic drums removed individually. With picture.
About 100 barrels filled with toxic chemicals were being removed individually early today from a rail container that crashed into Sucker Lake during a
train derailment New Year's Eve.
CP Rail crews used huge winches to lift one partially-submerged rail container from the isolated lake Saturday, but the second was too badly damaged to
be lifted from the water while loaded.
A spokesman for CP said cleanup of the second container should be completed by day's end.
The shipment of sodium hydrogen sulphate was part of a 36-car derailment near Sharbot Lake, about 120 kilometres southwest of Ottawa.
The chemical makes sulfuric acid when mixed with water. Cleanup crews built a dike of sand, gravel and plywood around ths submerged cargo to make
sure the lake wasn't polluted in case of leaks from the containers.
Before they could get to the chemical, workers had to tackle other smashed containers that fell on the rail cars during the train wreck.
Stan Kaplan, the Canadian Transport Commission's director of dangerous goods, said the weekend salvage was time-consuming, but went according to
plan.
"It is better to do it slowly and carefully than to do it quickly and screw things up," Kaplan said.
As the first container was pulled from the water, a small amount of chemical spilled onto the sandy embankment of the rail line, and was immediately
neutralized with sodium carbonate.
Both CP and environment ministry officials regularly checked the water around the crash site for evidence of acidity, but concluded the spill was
successfully neutralized.
Jack Pruner the environment ministry's officer for the Kingston area, said the chemical posed little danger to life in the lake.
"It's very localized and there's not enough to cause too much of a problem," said Pruner.
"We're fortunate the cars weren't carrying chemicals of a more toxic nature."
He said a greater environmental hazard was posed by thousands of litres of diesel fuel oil that seeped onto part of the frozen lake.
Most of the 22,700 litres has been sponged off the surface, and Pruner said the extent of damage will not be known until spring thaw.
In the meantime, he will conduct regular tests to make sure no fuel leaves the lake, entering the water system that supplies drinking water to Perth.
Eight locomotives and 36 cars of the 90-car train derailed in the accident, tearing up a kilometre of track.
The CTC, which suspects track problems caused the crash, is conducting an inquiry.
Four containers, each carrying 18,000 kilograms of the food preservative, were thrown from flat cars when the Toronto-bound train cr-23/01/1986
Low Down to Hull and Back Maniwaki
Includes a picture of Rene Chaumont, CP Rail Maniwaki subdivision Roadmaster, with Richard Wieland, Track Maintenance Foreman, supervising the
cutting of the rails at mileage 20.5 of the Maniwaki subdivision, "forever ending rail service to Maniwaki". (Branchline).
04/02/1986
Ottawa Citizen
Montreal and Ottawa
Ottawa, Chateau Laurier
In an official statement on February 3rd, Marcel Masse, Minister of Communications, has announced that $2.5 million will be expended on converting the
abandoned railway tunnel adjacent to Ottawa's Chateau Laurier Hotel into a facility for the Canadian Museum of Contemporary Photography. Aside
from renovations to the tunnel itself, the project will also involve the construction of a concrete and crystal entrance that will provide access from Rideau
Street to the tunnel area beneath. The roof of the tunnel will continue to serve as the access road to the Chateau Laurier parking garage.
For those readers unfamiliar with Ottawa's rail scene, the tunnel provided access to Ottawa Union Station (located across the street from the Chateau
Laurier) for Canadian Pacific trains arriving in Ottawa via the Alexandra (Inter-provincial) Bridge from various points in the Province of Quebec.
Sharing the facility for many years as well, were the street cars of the Hull Electric Company whose double-tracked line paralleled both sides of the CPR
across the bridge and into the tunnel until March 1946. It is also worthwhile to note that the Hull cars were turned on a loop located in the tunnel which also
crossed the CP line. The structure was abandoned for railway purposes following the closing of the former Ottawa Union Station (now the National
Conference Centre) in favour of the current suburban facility in Alta Vista during the summer of 1966. (From Branchline 3 1986)
21/02/1986
Ottawa Citizen
New York Central
Finch
The Women's Institute of Finch (Ontario) is trying to locate a movie shot in the 1950s by the National Film Board, called The Stationmaster which
featured one Dalton Henry who was the station agent in that community. The film appears to have portrayed the life and duties of a stationmaster at a
junction station, Finch, being the junction between the New York Central's Ottawa-Cornwall line and Canadian Pacific's Winchester subdivision. To
date, all efforts to find the celluloid have been in vain. (Branchline).
23/04/1986
Eganville Leader
Renfrew
CN Offers Rail-Line To Grattan, Will Enter Negotiations
Canadian National Railway has officially offered the abandoned right-of-way and the Eganville Station to Grattan Township.
CN's offer was contained in a letter written by vice-president J. Roger Lagace to Grattan Reeve Mike Keller. Reeve Keller, who received the letter on
April 14, read its contents into the record at last Wednesday evening's council meeting.
"Since the Province of Ontario had decided not to proceed further with the acquisition of abandoned railway lines and according to CN policy in such a
case, I wish to inform you that CN is agreeable to the sale of the former station building for the sum of one dollar," Mr. Lagace wrote.
09/05/1986
Globe and Mail
Smiths Falls
TENDERS CALLED FOR LINE DISMANTLING: Canadian National is inviting bids for the dismantling and salvaging of approximately 36.3 miles of
part of the abandoned portion of its Smiths Falls Subdivision (Ontario) between Chaffeys Locks (mileage 63.0) and Strathcona (mileage 99.30). Rumour
has it that the rail will be re-used in branch line rehabilitation work in western Canada.
No word has been received on the eventual disposition of the remainder of the abandoned section which runs between a point just south of the Smiths Falls
station and Chaffeys Lock. Sources confirm, however, that the Rideau Valley Division of the CRHA is negotiating with CN to acquire it for the purposes
of setting up a tourist train operation. (Branchline).
28/05/1986
Eganville Leader
Eganville
CP Rail Line Goes Onto Marketplace
Grattan Township Reeve Mike Keller remarked dryly that when it rains it pours.
Reeve Keller made the comment upon the introduction of a letter from G.A. Swanson, general manager of Canadian Pacific Railway, regarding
company practice on abandoned rail lines.
The CP line from Payne (near Renfrew) to Eganville was abandoned in 1982 and the firm was writing the township asking if it had any interest in it,
should the province turn down the opportunity to purchase it. Admaston and Bromley Townships have also been forwarded letters.
For the past couple of years, Grattan has addressed the matter of the abandoned Canadian National right-of-way and has recently indicated to CN it
would be interested in entering negotiations for the purchase of the portion of the line in the township and the Eganville Station.
As of last week's meeting, no further correspondence has been received by CN to the municipality's initiative.
As far as the CP situation is concerned, the township will hold tight until which time it is advised by the company the province has no interest in the line.
Reeve Keller said he hoped there would be some input from the public if and when that juncture comes to pass.

March-09-14

Colin J. Churcher

Page 2 of 5

04/06/1986
Ottawa Citizen
Alexandria
Ottawa New
VIA shares in costs of oil reservoir.
VIA Rail and the City of Ottawa will contribute jointly to the construction of a $135,000 underground oil reservoir to prevent oil and fuel spills at Ottawa
Station from seeping into the Rideau River. The reservoir will be built on the east bank of the Rideau River south of Hurdman Bridge. VIA will be
responsible for pumping out the reservoir: its share of the construction cost will be $60,000.
11/06/1986
Prescott Journal
Prescott
Prescott
FERRY CAPTAIN DIES: In a recent edition. The Prescott Journal carried an obituary listing the death of Captain Doug Major, a retired boat captain off
the St. Lawrence River. From the early 1930s to the 1970s, Major captained the tug Prescotont, owned by the Canadian Pacific Car and Passenger Transit
Company, as it shepherded the rail car barge Ogdensburg back and forth across the St. Lawrence River between Canadian Pacific's terminal at Prescott,
Ontario, and the Penn Central nee New York Central yard at Ogdensburg, New York.
Major started his career in the 1920s on the Great Lakes and became a mate on the Steel Electrician, one of the first diesel-powered boats on the
waterway. The Prescotont also boasted one of these early diesel engines, in addition to other features such as ice breaking capabilities. Indeed, this diesel
knowledge may have helped the Captain in securing a position with CP.
In keeping with nautical tradition, the Captain ensured that everything was just so. Indeed, member Duncan duFresne has never ceased to marvel at the
pristine condition of this boat and her engine room which he had the chance to visit on numerous occasions when assigned to the Prescott coal train while
he was a fireman with Canadian Pacific in the 1950s.
01/09/1986
Vialogue
Kingston (CN)
Brockville
RENOVATIONS COMPLETED: VIA Rail Canada has just finished renovating the interior of the Brockville (Ontario) station. The project involved an
expansion of the waiting room from 645 square feet to 1,160 square feet. As well, a new ticket office and baggage room have been created. In addition,
the Grand Trunk-era structure also received a new heating system as well as being made more accessible for disabled persons.
To free up space for the enlarged waiting room and new ticket and baggage facilities, the CN operator, yardmaster, and crew booking and dispatching
operations were moved to the CN administration building located to the east of the station. The Operator's "Bay" now occupies the building's former main
entrance to the building, while the crewing functions are carried out in an area on its west side, formerly occupied by the CN Police. (Branchline)
13/09/1986
Ottawa Citizen
Smiths Falls
Jock River
JAIL TERM FOR DERAILING TRAIN:
A 19-year old Kanata (Ontario) man was sent to jail for two years less a day, and placed on probation for another 3 years after being found guilty of
causing the May 1984 derailment of VIA train No. 46.
The derailment took place after the man opened a track switch on a siding into a lumber company, sending the four car train crashing into three empty
bulkhead flat cars. But for the cars, the train would probably have gone done down the siding and ended up in the Jock River, immediately to the east of
the end of the siding.
Damage to the train was estimated at $2.25 million and 27 passengers were taken to hospital. The man derailed the train in order to take revenge upon the
lumber company for previously firing him.
At the time, the accident sparked intense calls for a review of passenger train operating practises in Canada , resulting in new rules with respect to
operating high speed trains in non-signalled territory and in the equipping of main line turn-outs with safety locks instead of the normal switch lock.
13/09/1986
Ottawa Citizen
Smiths Falls
JAIL TERM FOR DERAILING TRAIN: A 19-year old Kanata (Ontario) man was sent to jail for two years less a day, and placed on probation for
another 3 years after being found guilty of" causing the May 1984 derailment of VIA train No. 46.
The derailment took place after the man opened a track switch on a siding into a lumber company, sending the four car train crashing into three empty
bulkhead flat cars. But for the cars, the train would probably have gone done down the siding and ended up in the Jock River, immediately to the east of
the end of the siding.
Damage to the train was estimated at $2.25 million and 27 passengers were taken to hospital. The man derailed the train in order to take revenge upon the
lumber company for previously firing him.
At the time, the accident sparked intense calls for a review of passenger train operating practises in Canada (all documented in subsequent issues of
Branchline), resulting in new rules with respect to operating high speed trains in non-signalled territory and in the equipping of main line turn-outs with
safety locks instead of the normal switch lock. (Branchline)
11/10/1986
Ottawa Citizen
Westport
Athens
MEMORY PRESERVED: A larger than life mural depicting the arrival of a Brockville and Westport passenger train at the Athens (Ontario) station now
graces one of the exterior walls of the town's local hardware store.
The work was done by artist Lorrie Maruscak as part of a project commissioned by the village council to make the municipality's history easily visible.
The idea was borrowed from a similar project in Chemainus, British Columbia where no less than 16 murals outline the history of that town.
The mural features the original B&W station which was destroyed by fire during the 1940s. Its replacement, built by Canadian National, is now a
residence about a mile away from its original site. The colours are accurate as is the station. The frame walls are painted red and the surrounding trim is
in green and cream. Some artistic license has been used to depict the 4-4-0 type B&W locomotive and baggage car, but the overall effect is quite
impressive.
Canadian National received permission to abandon its Brockville to Westport Branch in 1952. (Branchline)
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Ottawa Citizen
Westport
Athens
MEMORY PRESERVED: A larger than life mural depicting the arrival of a Brockville and Westport passenger train at the Athens (Ontario) station now
graces one of the exterior walls of the town's local hardware store.
The work was done by artist Lorrie Maruscak as part of a project commissioned by the village council to make the municipality's history easily visible.
The idea was borrowed from a similar project in Chemainus, British Columbia where no less than 16 murals outline the history of that town.
The mural features the original B&W station which was destroyed by fire during the 1940s. Its replacement, built by Canadian National, is now a
residence about a mile away from its original site. The colours are accurate as is the station. The frame walls are painted red and the surrounding trim is
in green and cream. Some artistic license has been used to depict the 4-4-0 type B&W locomotive and baggage car, but the overall effect is quite
impressive.
Canadian National received permission to abandon its Brockville to Westport Branch in 1952.
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15/10/1986
Ottawa Citizen
Smiths Falls
Smiths Falls
MUSEUM SPUR IN JEOPARDY: The worst has happened. The Railway Transport Committee has allowed Canadian National to abandon that portion of
its Smiths Falls Subdivision between Smiths Falls East (mileage 34.5) and Smiths Falls Station, home of the Rideau Valley Division of the CRHA, (mileage
35.3). The decision was handed down on October 14, 1986.
The action clears the way for the removal of two bridges which carry CP Rail's Chalk River and Belleville Subdivisions over the subject trackage and their
replacement with fill material. Under the terms of an agreement between Canadian Pacific and the Canadian Northern Railway which built the Smiths
Falls Sub., the Canadian Northern, and its successor, was responsible for the maintenance of the bridges. CN will therefore be spared the expense of
replacing the bridges (estimated to cost §772,000) in favour of an earth fill embankment costing only $157,000.
The decision could not have come at a worse time for the Rideau Valley Division. As mentioned in last month's issue of Branchline, the removal of the
bridges will cut off rail access to the group's museum operation based out of the former Canadian National Station in Smiths Falls. This matter was
considered by the Railway Transport Committee. The RTC concluded, however, that the cost of retaining the line just to guarantee the museum's rail link
was not in the public interest. Unless an alternate solution can be found, the group's plans to set up a tourist train operation between Smiths Falls and
Chaffeys Locks over a portion of the previously abandoned, but not dismantled. Smiths Falls Sub. will be placed in severe jeopardy.
As mentioned in last month's issue, the Rideau Valley Division must now work actively to convince CP Rail to construct a connecting track between the
west end of its Smiths Falls Yard and the erstwhile Smiths Falls Subdivision. (Branchline)
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Smiths Falls
MUSEUM SPUR IN JEOPARDY: The worst has happened. The Railway Transport Committee has allowed Canadian National to abandon that portion of
its Smiths Falls Subdivision between Smiths Falls East (mileage 34.5) and Smiths Falls Station, home of the Rideau Valley Division of the CRHA, (mileage
35.3). The decision was handed down on October 14, 1986.
The action clears the way for the removal of two bridges which carry CP Rail's Chalk River and Belleville Subdivisions over the subject trackage and their
replacement with fill material. Under the terms of an agreement between Canadian Pacific and the Canadian Northern Railway which built the Smiths
Falls Sub., the Canadian Northern, and its successor, was responsible for the maintenance of the bridges. CN will therefore be spared the expense of
replacing the bridges (estimated to cost §772,000) in favour of an earth fill embankment costing only $157,000.
The decision could not have come at a worse time for the Rideau Valley Division. As mentioned in last month's issue of Branchline, the removal of the
bridges will cut off rail access to the group's museum operation based out of the former Canadian National Station in Smiths Falls. This matter was
considered by the Railway Transport Committee. The RTC concluded, however, that the cost of retaining the line just to guarantee the museum's rail link
was not in the public interest. Unless an alternate solution can be found, the group's plans to set up a tourist train operation between Smiths Falls and
Chaffeys Locks over a portion of the previously abandoned, but not dismantled, Smiths Falls Sub. will be placed in severe jeopardy.
As mentioned in last month's issue, the Rideau Valley Division must now work actively to convince CP Rail to construct a connecting track between the
west end of its Smiths Falls Yard and the erstwhile Smiths Falls Subdivision.
16/10/1986
Ottawa Citizen
Maniwaki
YET ANOTHER STUDY: The Wakefield (Quebec) steam train operation may not be making any money yet, but its potential existence has proved to be
a bonanza for area consultants.
The line and the steam train operation were studied to death by the National Capital Commission prior to the transfer of ownership of the trackage from
CP Rail to the three Quebec municipalities of Hull, West Hull, and La Peche.
Now, it seems that history will repeat itself. According to Hull Mayor Michel Legere, a seven-member committee will be set up to examine other tourist
train projects with the idea of learning how to run the operation efficiently.
Financing for the project which will involve some travel elsewhere in Canada, and perhaps to the United States and Europe, will come from a $269,000
fund which was established with money received from Canadian Pacific after the railway was bought by the three municipalities with a tax receipt.
While deciding on the study, the Hull Council also voted to begin negotiations with CP Rail for the use of the Hull Station (located on the site of the Hull
West Station featured in this month's issue) as a base for the tourist operation and as an inter city bus terminal.
In what should be seen as an important move from a BRS perspective, the Hull Council also voted to search for a "non-profit group" to carry out right-ofway and track maintenance work during the spring of 1987 in order to get ready for operations next summer. (Branchline)
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YET ANOTHER STUDY: The Wakefield (Quebec) steam train operation may not be making any money yet, but its potential existence has proved to be
a bonanza for area consultants.
The line and the steam train operation were studied to death by the National Capital Commission prior to the transfer of ownership of the trackage from
CP Rail to the three Quebec municipalities of Hull, West Hull, and La Peche.
Now, it seems that history will repeat itself. According to Hull Mayor MIchel Legere, a seven-member committee will be set up to examine other tourist
train projects with the idea of learning how to run the operation efficiently.
Financing for the project which will involve some travel elsewhere in Canada, and perhaps to the United States and Europe, will come from a $269,000
fund which was established with money received from Canadian Pacific after the railway was bought by the three municipalities with a tax receipt.
While deciding on the study, the Hull Council also voted to begin negotiations with CP Rail for the use of the Hull Station (located on the site of the Hull
West Station featured in this month's issue) as a base for the tourist operation and as an inter city bus terminal.
In what should be seen as an important move from a BRS perspective, the Hull Council also voted to search for a "non-profit group" to carry out right-ofway and track maintenance work during the spring of 1987 in order to get ready for operations next summer.
31/10/1986
Ottawa Citizen
Smiths Falls
Smiths Falls
TENDER CALLED FOR BRIDGE REMOVAL: Canadian National has requested tenders for the removal of the bridges carrying CP Rail's Chalk River
and Belleville Subdivisions (Smiths Falls, Ontario) over mileage 34.28 of the former's Smiths Falls Subdivision. The bridges would be replaced with
approximately 5,000 cubic metres of fill material as well as a corrugated metal culvert pipe.
The move comes hard upon the heels of a recent CTC decision authorizing CN to abandon that portion of the Smiths Falls Subdivision, including the bridges
in question, between Smiths Falls East and Smiths Falls Station, (mileage 35.3).
Unless measures can be taken to ensure that the corrugated culvert pipe is of a sufficient size to allow for the passage of trains through it, the bridge
removal and associated work will have the effect of eliminating the present rail connection now enjoyed by the Rideau Valley Division of the CRHA
which hopes to set up a tourist train operation out of the former CN station in Smiths Falls.
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Smiths Falls
Smiths Falls
TENDER CALLED FOR BRIDGE REMOVAL: Canadian National has requested tenders for the removal of the bridges carrying CP Rail's Chalk River
and Belleville Subdivisions (Smiths Falls, Ontario) over mileage 34.28 of the former's Smiths Falls Subdivision. The bridges would be replaced with
approximately 5,000 cubic metres of fill material as well as a corrugated metal culvert pipe.
The move comes hard upon the heels of a recent CTC decision (Branchline, November 1986) authorizing CN to abandon that portion of the Smiths Falls
Subdivision, including the bridges in question, between Smiths Falls East and Smiths Falls Station, (mileage 35.3).
Unless measures can be taken to ensure that the corrugated culvert pipe is of a sufficient size to allow for the passage of trains through it, the bridge
removal and associated work will have the effect of eliminating the present rail connection now enjoyed by the Rideau Valley Division of the CRHA
which hopes to set up a tourist train operation (See Along the Rideau elsewhere in this issue) out of the former CN station in Smiths Falls. (Branchline)
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08/12/1986
Ottawa Citizen
New York Central
Pana
OUT OF THE ASHES, A DISCOVERY: Another trace of the former New York Central branch which once linked Ottawa with the U.S. border at
Cornwall, Ontario, across the river from Massena, New York, vanished in the flames of a recent house fire on December 6, 1986.
Under renovations at the time, the house was originally built as the Pana station, a stop on the NYC, about a dozen miles from Ottawa. The NYC ceased
operations in the Ottawa area in 1957.
12/12/1986
Le Droit
Lachute
Montebello
CP Rail'sbeautiful log station at Montebello, Quebec, has been sold for $1.00 on the condition that it be moved from its present site. Land has been
purchased across the street with the move of the 1930-era station scheduled for next summer (Branchline).
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