
Local Railway Items from Area Papers -               
Carp, Almonte and Lanark Railway

01/01/1892 Renfrew Mercury

An election railroad is doing duty in the North Lanark campaign.  The following advertisement is published:- "Notice is hereby given that an application 
will be made to the Parliament of Canada at its next session for an Act to incorporate a company to build, equip, maintain and operate a line of railway in 

the province of Ontario, from a point at or near Carp, in the township of Huntley, in trhe County of Carleton, or from such a point in that vicinity as will 

enable a connection to be made with any railway that may be built between the City of Ottawa and the village of Arnprior, touching the town of Almonte, a 
distance of about 10 miles, thence to the village of Lanark, a further distance of 16 miles, thence to any point in the township of Oso at or near Sharbot 

Lake, where a connection can be made with the Kingston and Pembroke Railway, a further distance of about 24 miles; the total length of about 50 miles, 

with the benefits, privileges and powers usually granted to railway companies.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark

15/01/1892 Almonte Gazette

As will be seen by a reference to our advertising columns, a public meeting will be held in the town hall on Saturday evening of next week to take action 

with reference to the proposed line of railway from Carp to Sharbot Lake. Let there be a large attendance.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark
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29/01/1892 Almonte Gazette

THE NEW RAILWAY
Carp to Sharbot Lake

VIA ALMONTE AND LANARK VILLAGE
The Scheme Fully Discussed at Saturday's Meeting - A Report of the Proceedings - A Committee Appointed to Secure a Charter and Push the Matter

The railway meeting held in the town hall last Saturday afternoon, was well attended, and much interest was evinced. Quite a number of prominent men 
from the municipalities interested in the proposed new line of railway word present, and several of them took part in the discussion. On motion Mr. Bennett 

Rosamond, M.P., was appointed chairman.

On taking the platform Mr. Rosamond made a short speech, in which he expressed himself as being heartily in favor of the proposal to build a railway from 
Carp via Almonte and Lanarkk to Sharbot Lake, and he said he would do everything in his power to further the scheme. He then called on Mr. W. H. 

Stafford, who had been appointed secretary pro tem. 

Mr. Stafford gave an explanation in regards to the proceedings that had already been taken and said the meeting had been called in order that an interchange 
of views might be had with regard to the proposed railway, and, if thought desirable, that a committee might be appointed to secure a charter from the 

government and push the scheme. He left matters in reference to the route, etc., to be dealt with by Mr. Bell, as that gentleman had taken a prominent part 
in bringing it before the public, and had gone to considerable trouble to procure information that would be of interest to the audience. 

Mr. Andrew Bell, C.E., then took the platform and explained the scheme. To the eastward, he said it was well known that the "Ottawa and Parry Sound 

Railway" had been surveyed and was now partly under construction in connection with the Canada Atlantic Railway, from Ottawa via Arnprior and 
Renfrew to Parry Sound. Between Ottawa and Arnprior two lines had been located - one passing through March, Torbolton and the northern part of Fitzroy; 

the other through Huntley, &c, via Carp Village. If the Carp to Sharbot Lake scheme were fully determined on, it would decide the O. & P.S.R. to adopt the 

latter. To the west the Toronto and Ottawa Railway - really the G.T.R. - had laid their rails as far eastward as Bridgewater, and had their line mostly graded 
from there past Sharbot Lake to some distance this side of Maberly. It was to connect the Ottawa and Parry Sound Railway with the Grand Trunk system at 

Bridgewater that this new railway had been projected from Carp through Almonte and Lanark Village to some point at or this side of Bridgewater. It would 

give connection eastward via the C.A.R. with Ottawa, Montreal, Boston and New York; also, via the Ottawa and Parry Sound railway, with Georgian Bay, 
and thus by water with the north-west; and westward, via the G.T.R.system, with Toronto and all points west - all entirely independent of the C.P.R. It 

would also give a direct independent railway from Ottawa to Toronto, and, in addition, could connect somewhere in the vicinity of Sharbot Lake with the K. 
& P. leading to Kingston. The object to be obtained was to supply railway facilities to the large section of country between Almonte and the Kingston and 

Pembroke Railway, which is now devoid of such facilities; and also to secure a competing line, so as to give us cheaper freight rates and better railway 

accommodation in every way than we have at present. Mr. Bell pointed out particularly the advantages to Almonte of such competition. No large new 
industries would nowadays locate in a town unless it had competing lines of transportation, because where there is only one as in Almonte, the manufacturer 

is at the mercy of that one, and according to human nature, it was sure to exact the last cent. Competition in manufacturing had become so keen that freight 

rates were an important factor in determining location. Mr. Bell gave instances that had come under his own knowledge of large industries which would 
have settled here had we had a competing line of railway. It was our duty, therefore, to put ourselves at once in a position to secure the next one looking for 

a location. There was considerable unused water-power at Almonte, and as, on account of recent inventions, power can now be transmitted by electricity, 

there was no reason why the extensive water power two and four miles below Almonte should not be utilized for manufacturing purposes in Almonte. He 
believed that if we had had a competing line three years ago Almonte would now be two or three times the size it is. The advantage to Carp would be that it 

would be a junction town, thus ensuring all trains stopping there, and therefore giving good passenger and other accommodation. To Lanark Village and the 
surrounding country it would be a great boon, as they are now without any railway at all. It would stimulate and increase the manufactures which had 

already taken a hold there. By lowering freights it would increase the prices of grain - a direct advantage to every farmer within reach of the line. Mr. Bell 

said he had recently gone through the country to be traversed by the new railway, and described the line, it would be a very easy one to build. Between Carp 
and Almonte the country was level, and no difficulty would be met. At Almonte the line would cross the river near Mr. Caldwell's Sawmill and pass 

overhead under the C.P.R. Thence to Lanark the line would be nearly straight, through an easy country, consisting mostly of beaver meadow, solid swamp, 

&c. From Lanark westward three routes presented themselves. The northern one would pass on the north side of Lanark Village and through Dalhousie, to 
cross the K. & P. at Robertsville. The middle one would go through Lanark Village, cross the Mississippi near Plairfairville, thence north of Bennett's Lake, 

and join the grading of the T, & O. ( G.T.R.) a little way west of Maberly. The southern line would pass Lanark a little south of the toll-gate on the Perth 

road; go through Fallbrook south of Bennett's Lake, and join the grading of the G.T.R. at McGowan's Lake, about three miles this side of Maberly. The 
choice of route from Lanark west should, he thought, be left for future consideration. The distances were as follows: from Carp to Almonte, 10 miles; 

Almonte to Lanark, 16 miles; Lanark to Sharbot Lake, 24 miles; Sharbot Lake to Bridgewater, 35 miles - in all 85 miles. If the southern route from Lanark 
westward were adopted only 37 miles of new grading would be required between Carp and McGowan's Lake. In any case as much as possible of the old 

grading of the G.T.R. would be utilized from Bridgewater. Until the charter was obtained negotiations could not be entered into with the C.A.R., or the 

G.T.R., but it was expected that after that co-operative arrangements would be entered into with either or both - they worked together. Mr. Bell stated that 
until instrumental surveys were made an estimate of the cost could only be approximate. All materials entering into railway construction were at present 

very cheap. He placed the average cost per mile, not including rolling stock of any kind, at $10,000. It was expected that, as the proposed road would 

connect at both ends with other railways, operating arrangements, at least, could be made with one or other, even if full amalgamation were not made. As to 
how the money is to be raised he said he would leave that part of the subject to abler hands. It had been done before, and could be done again.

Mr. D. McElroy, of Carp, followed Mr. Bell, and said there was a strong feeling in favor of the proposed road in the Carp section. The people there wanted 

the road built. It would prove a feeder to the O. & P.S.R.R. and the C.A.R., and would run through a fine section of country. He strongly advocated having a 
public meeting at Carp to lay the question properly before the people. He urged that definite steps be taken without delay. 

Dr. G.H. Groves, of Carp, compared the two routes from Ottawa to Arnprior, and gave reasons to support his contention that the Carp route was very much 
superior to that via Torbolton. He thought the first thing to do was to make an effort to have the O. & P.S. road built by way of Carp, and thus help the Carp 

and Sharbot Lake R.R. scheme. Every effort should be made to secure a charter for the C. & S.L. route at once. 

Mr. James Donald, reeve of Dalhousie, advocated building the line west of Lanark via Robertsville and to connect with the K. & P.R. It would be a splendid 
road, passing through a section rich in timber and minerals, and that route would, he believed, be liberally bonussed by the municipalities through which it 

would pass. He believed the scheme a perfectly feasible one and he hoped its promoters would place it where it would do most good. He thought the route 

he suggested would be a much better one than the one Mr. Bell seemed to favor.
In reply to Mr. Donald Mr. Bell said the only points decided on were that the proposed new road would be built from Almonte to Lanark. West of Lanark 

the best route, and the one that offered the most liberal bonus, without doubtless be taken. There would be no difficulty in building over any one of the three 

routes. 
Mr. Arch. McKinley, Mr. J.K. Darling and several others gave instances showing the advantages accruing from having competitive railway lines. 

The chairman showed how railway companies could carry freight over a long line at a cheaper rate than on a short line, and said the winter rates were 
necessarily higher than in the summer season, because the running expenses were much greater. This was in answer to some previous speakers. He strongly 

favored the effort to secure this new railway, as he believed it to be the most feasible scheme yet brought forward. We must have connection with the 

C.A.R. on the one hand and the G.T.R. on the other, else there would not be competition - the main point to be sought for. He believes that if Almonte had 
had a competing railway the Edison works would have been established here instead of at Peterboro. He urged that some practical steps be taken. 

Mr. Wm. Lee's, ex-M.P.P., of Fallbrook, was called on for an address, and responded. He was heartily in favor of the railway scheme that had been 

discussed, and he believed it was the most likely to succeed of any that had been brought forward in recent years. This was the third effort to get a railway 
through the same section, and the third time was always lucky. It would be easy to build, would tap a fine tract of country, and when running would be the 

means of starting up new industries and developing lumbering and mining resources that were now almost valueless through lack of a railway. He urged 

Carp, Almonte and Lanark Almonte
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united action, and expressed the belief that if the promoters could get the C.A.R and G.T.R. to join forces and give the scheme their countenance there 

would be no trouble in having the road built.

After some further discussion a committee was appointed to take hold of the matter and use their efforts to push the railway scheme through to a successful 
termination. The committee is composed of the following gentleman Messrs. B. Rosamond, M.P., T.W. Raines (Mayor), Andrew Bell, C.E., of Almonte;  

Dr. Groves, D. McElroy, G.N. Kidd, of Carp; W. C. Caldwell, M.P.P., John McClean (Reeve), of Lanark; James Donald, Reeve of Dalhousie; Andrew 
Baird, Reeve of Lanark Township; and Wm. Lees, ex-M.P.P., Fallbrook.

After the public meeting broke up as many members of the committee as were present held a meeting, at which Mr. B. Rosamund, M.P., was elected 

chairman, and Mr.. W.H. Stafford secretary; and it was also decided to apply at once to the Ontario government for a charter for the proposed new road.
The committee is a strong one, and now that some practical steps have been taken, we trust that those in charge will do everything in their power to secure 

the object for which they are striving, and thus confer a boon on this whole district.

05/02/1892 Renfrew Mercury

A public meeting was held in Almonte last week to boom the project of a new line of railway from Carp to Bridgewater, pasing through Almonte.  Mr. Bell, 

C.E., explained the route as follows:- From Carp to Almonte, 10 miles; Almonte to Lanark, 16 miles; Lanark to Sharbot Lake, 24 miles; Sharbot Lake to 

Bridgewater, 35 miles; in all 35 miles.  In the discussion, Mr. D. Shaw said the farmers around Renfrew received 5 cents a bushel more for their grain than 
did those residing 25 miles further north, owing to two lines of railway running into the village.  A large committee was formed to forward the undertaking.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark

08/04/1892 Almonte Gazette

A deputation will wait uon the Minister of Railways next week and ask for a grant in aid of the Carp, Almonte and Lanark R.R.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark

15/04/1892 Almonte Gazette

THE NEW RAILWAY

The Promoters of the Carp, Almonte and Lanark Railway Interview the Minister of Railways and Mr. J.R. Booth - a Government Bonus Wanted. 

On Tuesday last quite a deputation from Lanark and Carleton counties went to Ottawa in the interests of the proposed new line of railway from Carp via 

Almonte to Lanark Village and further west. Among those who were on the deputation were the following: from Dalhousie- Mr. James Donald, Reeve; from 

Lennox- Mr. John McLean, Reeve, and Messrs. Robt. Robertson, James Watt, James D. Mcinnis, John Trainer, James Herron, John H. Wilson and J. W. 
Campbell; from Almonte - Mr. T. W. Raines, Mayor, and Messrs. A. Bell, C.E., Jazz. Rosamond, Jr., Wm. Thoburn, W. H. Stafford and W. P. McEwen; 

from Huntley, Mr. G. N. Kidd, Reeve, and Mr. D. McElroy; and several M/P's through whose constituencies the proposed line will run. 

At two o'clock p.m. The deputation interviewed Mr. J.R. Booth, the well-known lumberman, who is principal promoter of the Ottawa and Parry Sound 
railway, and urged the importance of building that line via Carpto Arnprior, showing the advantages that would accrue to it from a connection with the 

Carp, Almont and Lanark Railway at Carp Village. Matters were fully discussed, and Mr. Booth expressed himself as being strongly in favor of the 
proposed line from Carp to Lanark, and stated his willingness to assist the scheme in every possible way. In the course of his address he remarked that the 

course of the O. &. S. R.R. would take between Ottawa and Arnprior would depend largely on what the people of the latter place were willing to do in the 

matter. Thus far they had seemed indifferent.
At three o'clock the deputation proceeded to the office of Hon. J. G. Haggart, Minister of Railways, where they were introduced by Mr. Bennett Rossmond, 

M.P., who also explained the object in view, viz., to solicit from the Government a bonus of $3,200 per mile for the Carp, Almonte and Lanark Railway. 

The minister was addressed by Messrs. Jas. Donald, T. W. Raines, J. Mclean, D. McElroy, R. Robertson, A. Bell and others, who went into the scheme at 
considerable length, and urged the claims of Eastern Ontario on the government for aid towards securing improved railway facilities. Hon. Mr.Haggart in 

his reply said he was familiar with the country to be traversed by the proposed new railway, admitted the strong claim of this section of the province for 

railway aid, and stated that if the promoters of the road would send him a formal application for aid, with a copy of the charter, and full particulars, he 
would bring it before the government and would endeavor to have it favorably entertained. In the course of his remarks he said he knew no place in the 

province that required a railway more or better deserved aid towards securing it than Lanark village. Mr Haggart spoke of the government's full treasury, 
and said it was a policy to assist in building railways throughout the country, in this way giving back to the people a proportion of the amount received by 

the government as a result of the N.P. He explained the system of distributing the grants and said that no grant had been made last year, and expressed his 

belief that in future the grants for aid to railways would be smaller than they had been in the past. However he knew the needs of the country through which 
the C..A. & L. road would pass, and he would endeavor to have it favorably considered by the Government. The deputation then withdrew.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark

15/07/1892 Almonte Gazette

At a late meeting of the directors of the Carp, Almonte and Lanark railway, the following resolutions were adopted: 

"That the secretary be instructed to open a stock book on Monday, 4th inst., for subscription of stock. That's a committee be appointed consisting of B. 

Rosamond, M.P., W. C. Caldwell, M.P.P.,  D. McIlroy, Dr. Groves and Dr. Raines, to wait upon the municipalities interested to solicit aid from them by 
way of stock subscription, and that every exertion be made to have the road completed at the earliest possible day. 

That A. Bell, C. E., and a staff be instructed to make a preliminary survey of the route, and to begin the same at once, so as to ascertain the best and 

cheapest way. "
The meeting then adjourned until the 16th inst., to hear report from the committee.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark

08/08/1892 Almonte Gazette

The New Railway

Mr. Andrew Bell was in Ottawa this week and had a conference with a number of the officials of the Canada Atlantic Railway relative to the proposed line 

from Carp to Sharbot Lake. He says they are very favorably disposed towards the road and have expressed a willingness to everything in their power to 
assist the enterprise. Mr. Bell is now more confident than ever that the scheme will take practical form, and that steps will be taken to have the road built. 

We sincerely hope that his most ardent expectations will be realized.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark

16/03/1894 Ottawa Free Press

A charter was issued for the Carp, Almonte and Lanark railway by the Ontario legislature some time ago to a company composed of prominent business 
men in Almonte, Lanark and the Carp.  A lively interest is now taken by the citizens of Almonte and the Carp to have the construction of this road 

commenced at once.  Almonte proposes to take $40,000 stock in the new road, and the townships of Huntley and Lanark will contribute handsomely also.  

Dr. Rains, mayor of Almonte, and W.H. Stafford, barrister, were in the city yesterday interviewing prominent railway men with reference to the matter and 
met with successful encouragement.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark

15/06/1894 Renfrew Mercury

Only five ballots were cast at Almonte last week against the by law to take $40,000 stck in the Carp, Almonte and Lanark railway.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark

02/11/1894 Renfrew Mercury

The township of Ramsay will vote on a by-law to take $20,000 stock in the Carp, Almonte and Lanark Railway.--

Carp, Almonte and Lanark

13/03/1896 Renfrew Mercury

From the Alonte Gazette.

The scheme to build a railway from Carp via Almonte and Lanark westward has been revived of late, and we understand that a company has offered to 

build it provided a government subsidy is secured.  Application for aid has been made to both governments and these will be backed up by a strong 
deputation which is likely to seek interviews with "the powers that be" in the near future.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark
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22/05/1896 Renfrew Mercury

Carp citizens have guaranteed $50 towards the expenses of an engineer to make a survey of the proposed Carp, Almonte and Lanark Railway.  Dr. Raines, 
who is president of th eprovisional board of directors, promised that the Almonters would raise at least $100.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark Carp

01/08/1896 Ottawa Citizen

At a meeting of the Carp, Almonte and Lanark Village Ry. Co. of carp on Wednesday, it was decided to begin the preliminary surveys for the line next 

week.  It is proposed to have the line from Carp to Bridgewater, a distance of some 68 miles, passing through Almonte and Lanark.  From Bridgewater the 
line will connect with the Central Ontario R.R. and the Grand Trunk.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark

01/08/1896 Ottawa Free Press

The directors of the Carp, Almonte and Lanark Railway company held a meeting on Wednesday and it was decided to commence surveying for the line at 
once.  Sixty eight miles from carp to Bridgewater will be the first section of the line, the second section running from Bridgewater to the Central Ontario 

and Grand Trunk railways.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark

31/10/1896 Ottawa Citizen

Messrs. James Fowler of Almonte and W.J. Fowler of Boston two of the leading promoters of the Lanark electric railway, were in town on Monday 

afternoon, and state that the prospects for a railway are now very encouraging.  The ties, poles and other necessary timbers will be prepared during the 
winter. Mr. W.J. Fowler is spending a few days here in locating the lines. - Lanark Era.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark Lanark

25/10/1898 Ottawa Free Press

The people along the line of the proposed Carp, Almonte and Lanark railway are bestirring themselves with a view to putting the project into early effect.  
The line would branch from the O.A. & P.S. road at Carp and run through Lanark county to Almonte and tap the C.P.R. near Madoc.  It is claimed for it not 

only that it would open up an exceptionally valuable piece of new country but would provide the shortest possible route between Ottawa and Toronto.  The 

promoters have had their charter for some time and the surveys of the route have been completed.

Carp, Almonte and Lanark
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